
                                                                                                     
Dear Friend 
 
The big event this summer was the return of 
the British Open Golf Championship to these 
shores. All eyes were on Rory McIlroy. He was 
the favourite going into the championship. But 
he had a disastrous opening round. It looked 
like he had blown his chances, not only of the 
championship but of making the cut. He played 
a brilliant round the next day. With 2 holes to 
play, he was within one shot of the cut. I 
suspect many in the province were holding 
their breath, crossing their fingers or holding 
tightly onto their lucky charm, willing him to 
succeed. But despite a valiant effort, he 
couldn’t make up the lost ground. Sadly, we 
were deprived of seeing more of his brilliance 
on the last 2 days. His opportunity to progress 
in the tournament was lost in a moment of 
foolishness on the opening day. On the 16th 
green, he had a putt of a few inches. But his 
frustration seemed to boil over. He didn’t give 
the putt his attention. He was turning his head 
away before he hit it. The ball slid past the edge 
of the hole. It was that moment of indiscipline 
that cost him his place in the final 2 days of The 
Open.  
 
It seems to me that there is a lesson here for 
all of us. If we are to succeed in any area of life, 
it is important that we do the little things well. 
When we neglect the little things, it shouldn’t 
come as a surprise that we fail in the bigger 
things. It is by being consistent in the little 
things that we prepare ourselves for greater 
things. This is a maxim for life. The top sports’ 
people know its truth. In their preparations, 
nothing is left to chance. They not only seek to 
develop and hone their skills but pay attention 
to their physical fitness and conditioning, their 
nutrition and their mental approach to their 
sport. It is their attention to detail that often sets 
the top stars apart from the rest. What is true 
in the physical realm is also true in the spiritual 
realm. Jesus once told a parable about a         
master who left his  
 

 
servant in charge of certain matters in his 
absence. The servant didn’t know when his 
master would return. When the master did 
return, he found the servant faithfully carrying 
out his duties. He told him ‘You are a good and 
loyal servant. Because you were loyal with 
small things, I will let you care for much greater 
things.’ It is our neglect of the little things in the 
spiritual life that explains why we are not 
progressing in it. We neglect to read the Bible 
or to say our prayers. We go to church but only 
when we feel like it or there is nothing else 
better to do. We wonder why God doesn’t 
seem that real to us. We have difficulty 
understanding our need of Jesus and what he 
can do in our lives. 
 
This September sees the beginning of another 
church year. It is a small thing to ensure that 
your children attend Sunday School (The 
Lighthouse) on a regular basis. You know the 
importance of their education. But what about 
their spiritual education? This one small act 
can have greater significance in their lives than 
you can anticipate. Maybe you have been 
neglecting church attendance. It’s been awhile 
since you were last there. It’s a small thing. It 
doesn’t cost much in terms of time and effort. 
But it is through this small thing, that we give 
God the opportunity to speak into our lives. I 
suspect Rory thought a lot about that missed 
putt. He realised that one moment of neglect 
deprived him of greater opportunities. Perhaps 
you feel a bit like that when it comes to God. 
You feel that a lifetime of neglect has blown 
any chances you had with him. But it doesn’t 
have to be that way. Begin with the small 
things. Start attending. Who knows how God 
might surprise you?  
 
Jim  
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15th September 11.30am Communion 
20th October    Harvest Sunday ** 
10th November  11.30am  Remembrance Service – British Legion 
17th November  11.30am  BB & GB Enrolment 
8th December  11.30am  Christmas Tree Service – Gifts to Belfast City Mission 
22nd December 11.30am Christmas All Age Service 
     7.00pm  Carols by Candlelight 
24th December  11.30pm  Christmas Eve Service 
25th December  10.30am  Christmas Day Service 
 
**  We would ask members to note that the Harvest Services have been moved from the 2nd   
to the 3rd Sunday in October. 
 
 

The Four O’Clock Service          
 
Over the last year, we have been running a more informal service in the Minor Hall at 4pm 
on the second Sunday of the month. This is instead of the evening service. It is designed for 
people of all ages. The act of worship lasts approximately 40 minutes. We have games and 
activities relating to the theme of the service. There is also plenty of opportunity to chat, as 
well as refreshments. We will be continuing the service next year. Over the year, I plan to 
consider some of the basic teaching of the Christian faith, using the Apostle’s Creed as our 
guide. It’s a service for the whole family and a service to which you could invite your friends 
as well. If you have not been attending church lately, here is a way to begin. If you have 
been attending, share your experience with others and encourage family and friends to join 
us. 
 
 
 

       
 
The Bowling Club will commence on Friday 6th September in the Guild Hall from 7.30pm until 
10.00pm approx.  During the Season we have competitions within the 
Club and some friendly matches with visiting Clubs. 

We look forward to welcoming our members back also we would love to 
be able to welcome new members, so if you would like to try bowling, 
please come along.   

 We have bowls in the Club you can use. 

 
 
 
 

Dates for your diary 



 
 
    
  

BB Starts Wednesday 11th September 2019 
 

As part of our ongoing recruitment campaign, The 4th Ards Boys' Brigade is calling on all 
children and Young People aged 5-18 to join the adventure at First Ards Presbyterian.  

 
We offer opportunities to children and Young People that they don’t get at home or at 
school. They learn lots, stay active and have so much fun. The Boys’ Brigade is fun, 

exciting, energetic, makes you happy, its supercalifragilisticexpialidocious. 
 

The 4th Ards BB Company meets here in 1st Ards Presbyterian every Wednesday Night. 
Anchor Boys (P1-P4) 6.45pm in Minor Hall 
Junior Section (P5-P7) 6.45pm in Guild Hall 

Company Section (1st Year+) 7.45pm in Anderson Room 
 Boys' Brigade Northern Ireland is a Christian Youth organisation for boys aged 4 

years to 18 years. A varied programme of activities is provided such as  
                       
Bible teaching, football, rugby, volleyball, craft, drama, outdoor pursuits and the Duke 

of Edinburgh's Award. 
 

If you want to join our group please visit our Facebook page and message one the 
guys below for more info:- 

 
Ryan McMillan- Captain 
Paul Craig- Anchor Boys 

Andrew Neill- Junior Section 
Stephen Clarke- Company Section 

 
Or contact the Church Office on 028 91811802 Tues & Thurs 10am-12.30pm or 

office@firstards.org.uk for further details. 
Check us out on facebook 

4h Ards Boys Brigade 
 
 
 
 

                                         
 
Our new Tot Spot year begins on Friday  20th Sept from 10am – 11.30am in the Minor 
Hall.  We meet on alternative Fridays throughout the school year.  We have a fun 
packed programme planned with lots of play, craft & singing, not forgetting our yummy 
snack time.  If you have a baby or pre-school child we would encourage you to come 
along. 
If you would like more information please contact Fiona Kane on 07764490086. You can 
keep up to date with our programme by following us on Facebook. 
 
 



 
 
PW is an organisation for all the women of our church.  In the past PWA catered more for older  
women, and Young Women’s Group was for younger members.  A number of years ago, it was decided 
that the two groups should combine, to try to integrate women of all ages and the name of the new 
organisation was simply Presbyterian Women.  In some congregations this has worked well.  In others, 
including our own, it has proved difficult to combine the age groups.  
At the start of a new session, we want to issue a fresh invitation to all women to come along to our 
monthly meetings. From September we will meet on the third Monday of each month, starting on 16th 
September.  There will be a varied programme, including craft, lifestyle and mission, which we hope 
will be of interest to everyone. 
Meetings begin at 8pm and are followed by a cup of tea and chat, generally finishing around 9.30pm. 
We would love to welcome new members in September. Please take this as a personal invitation to 
you, and if you would like to come, but don’t want to come on your own, please contact Adrianne 
(07592037615), Elizabeth (07745491490) or any of the members. 
 
 

Connect is a new social group which commenced in January of this 
year.  Any ladies or gentlemen who are free or retired will be made most welcome.  We meet 
alternative Tuesday mornings in the Minor Hall from 10.30 to 12 noon.  We commence our 
mornings with the usual tea and coffee and also a wee chat.  Our morning activities depend 
upon the members’ interests. Some are learning French, some are drawing, others are 
knitting or crocheting.  There are board games available if you wish to do something more 
light hearted and chat at the same time.   We had a visit from the PSNI who gave a talk 
regarding “cold calling” at homes and phone scams.  We are having a visit from “Tiny Life”  
in September so that we can hand over lots of baby hats, cardigans and blankets that the 
ladies have knitted and crocheted during the year.  Approximate 30 of us visited the “Potting 
Shed” for morning coffee, which was very enjoyable and we hope to do a return visit. 
If anyone would like to come along on Tuesday 3rd September to the Minor Hall, you will be 
made very welcome.   This is a morning of just chat and laugh and getting to know one 
another.  Please feel free to speak to either Adrianne or Audrey if you wish any further 
information. 
 

                        Calling all girls! 

Do you enjoy craft, games, baking, making friends and stories? 
Then GB is the place for you! 

 
GB is a Christian organisation for Girls – teaching Girls to seek, serve and 

follow Christ, all while having great fun and making great friends. 
 

We meet on Tuesday nights from 3rd September. 
Tinies must be 3 years of age by 1st July  (6.30 – 7.30pm) 

Explorers – age 3-7 years (6.30 – 7.30pm) 
Juniors – age 8-10 (7.00 – 8.30pm) 
Seniors – age 11-14 (7.00 – 8.30pm) 
Brigaders – age 14+ (7.00 – 8.30pm) 

We would love you to join us. 
      



 Cafe first re-opens on Saturday the 7th September from 11am to 1pm and 
runs until end of June. Cafe is a key outreach initiative for our church and is run on a 
‘donation only’ basis and we want to thank those who have supported us over the years. It’s 
a great place to meet up and re-connect with people from the church and those within our 
local community. We would love it if you could pop in to see us, bring a friend or two, spend 
a while relaxing and enjoying a time of fellowship. A warm welcome awaits you along with a 
refreshing cup of tea or coffee, with a selection of scones, tray bakes and cakes available to 
choose from.   
Cafe first will be running a number of fundraisers over the coming year and we would like to 
encourage people to come along to those. 
 
The first one will be on Saturday 5th Oct 
and will be held to raise funds for the charity 
Public Initiative for the Prevention of 
Suicide and Self Harm (PIPS), there will 
be an awareness talk in the morning from 
10am with café running from 11pm to 1pm. 
Further information about the charity can be 
found at https://pipscharity.com/about-us/ .  

 

 
We are also aiming to hold a craft and 
Bric-a-brac fair again on Saturday 30th 
November from 11am until 1.30pm for our 
church mission, if anyone is interested in a 
table for the fair, tables will be £12 each 
and a £5 deposit will be required to 
secure the table. Please contact Claire on 
07706599593 if you are interested.  It will 
be free entry for shoppers on the day. And 
our lovely Girls Brigade will be kindly 
helping us by running our coffee shop on 
the day. 

 

 
We also hope to hold a few more fundraising events in the coming year to raise monies for 
our church groups and local charities and we would love to see you at these events.  Keep 
an eye out on the church Facebook page and website for details on when these events will 
take place.  

****** 
 
The Friendship Hour will start back on Wednesday 4th September at 2.30 pm. We 
are starting earlier as our members have really missed the craic over the summer months.   If you 
have never come along before and have a free 'bus pass' then you will feel very much at home with 
us.  We welcome church members and non church members so please invite friends or neighbours 
along too.  We start with an opening hymn and announcements before a wee cuppa and then we 
have speakers, demonstrators, craft days etc etc before finishing at 3.45 pm.  Rev Jim Campbell will 
be our first speaker at our opening meeting so why not come along and give us a try that day.  If you 
don't feel comfortable in the meeting, then don't worry, no-one will force you to come back. Please 
give us a chance.  Alternatively if you feel you are not quite old enough to join us yet as a member, 
then we are always looking for helpers and drivers.  If you think you could spare us some time for this 
role then speak to Agnes Henderson or Elizabeth Ferguson. 
 



 
 
 

 
 

The Lighthouse and the Rock 
 
The summer is nearly over and our Sunday clubs for kids and teenagers will start again, where 
we hope to learn more about Jesus and His love for us through a varied and age appropriate 
programme.  Each programme runs from 10.15am to 11.15am every Sunday and the age 
groups catered for are: 
 

• The Lighthouse – (Junior) From 3 years to P3 – exploring the bible through craft, 
games, drama and more! 

• The Lighthouse – (Senior) From P4 to P7 – discovering Jesus through the Bible, group 
art, games and quizzes! 

• The Rock – (Year 8 – 14) – learning to apply what the Bible has to say about Jesus 
through asking the big questions that we all face, watching videos and trying to be 
really practical. 

 
Our new session begins on Sunday 8th September at 10.15am and we plan to celebrate by 
having a family breakfast together.  So please come along with your children, enjoy a cooked 
breakfast (just don’t get your hopes up for five-star dining!) and have fun together.  Please 
check out the church website for more details. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
This is a fun filled evening for anyone aged between P5 and Year 10. 
We meet up from 7 – 9pm in the Guild Hall on alternative Saturday 
evenings. At Youth Zone there are a variety of sports and games to be 
involved in and it’s a place where you can come to and chill out with 

your friends. We organise special outings and some evenings have quizzes and challenges. 
At the end of each evening for a short time we have a thought-provoking message about 
what it means to be a follower of Jesus and in a very informal way we learn about the Bible. 
We would love to welcome old and new members again this year and will be starting up on 
the 14th September 2019.  
Hope you see you there! Paul and Gillian Craig  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Details 
Minister: Rev Jim Campbell.  Email: jcampbell156014@gmail.com  Tel no. 02891814586 

Church Office: office@firstards.org.uk Tel no. 02891811802 
Church Website: www.firstards.org.uk 

Office Hours: Tuesday, Thursday 10.30am to 12.30pm 
Registered Charity in Northern Ireland (105087) 

               


